
FAQs 
Eligibility 

 

Who are we looking for? 

Candidates will be reviewed against the assessment criteria listed in the call 

document. There is no ‘typical’ applicant: we welcome applicants from a diverse 

range of backgrounds, with an interest in training and teaching at all levels and a 

desire to become an educator. We consider an ‘educator’ to encompass many 

forms, ranging from instructors or trainers to teaching staff.   

Applicants may include, though not be limited to, the following:   

• Teaching staff (irrespective of career stage or seniority) and researchers at 

universities (e.g. postdocs, Early Career Researchers) or national labs from 

diverse disciplines.  

• Industry practitioners who have a formal or informal training responsibility within 

their team or broader organisation. This can include small-group training, 

development of training materials within the organisation, or one-to-one support 

of colleagues.  

• Applicants with an educational background or those who work in an educational 

setting, e.g. schools, colleges or universities.  

Are there nationality or other eligibility restrictions? 

 

There are no nationality restrictions. However, applicants must be aware that all 

cohort calls, peer-mentoring calls and drop-in surgeries will occur in the afternoon 

during GMT hours. As this programme is based in the UK, it has been developed 

with the UK curriculum in mind and all cohort call speakers are UK-based. 
 

We understand that there may be instances where applicants cannot attend a 

session and this must be communicated to the Skills team, skills@turing.ac.uk, 

beforehand. Applicants will have the opportunity to catch up on missed cohort calls, 

where appropriate. Where applicants miss several sessions or do not have the 

capacity to catch up on missed learning, they will be unable to graduate from the 

programme. 

Do I need to supply a reference or seek approval to attend 

this programme? 

A formal reference is not required for participation in this programme. It is, however, 

encouraged for the applicant to discuss the application and programme with the 

necessary parties before application. 
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Is the programme free to attend? 

Yes, the programme is free to attend. You will still need to complete the application 

form in line with the application criteria listed in the call document. 

Application 

 

When is the start date for the course? 

The course will start in May 2022 and will run for 12 weeks. 

 

Where will the course take place? 

All sessions will take place online. This includes the sessions on pedagogy, cohort 

calls, peer-mentoring calls, drop-in surgeries and the graduation session. Cohort 

calls will be recorded and uploaded onto the Turing’s Online Learning Platform. 

 

Do you offer any application guidance? 

 
There is no formal application guidance for applicants. However, should an applicant 

wish to discuss an area of their application with a member of the Skills team, they 

can do so by emailing skills@turing.ac.uk. 

 

Can I request feedback on my application if I am 

unsuccessful? 

Applicants may request short, written feedback. Please note that feedback will only 

be available to unsuccessful candidates for up to six months after their application. 

 

What to expect from the programme 

 

What will my time commitment be? 

 

Time commitments will vary, depending on which week of the programme the 

applicant is in. The table below shows the time commitment expected for each week: 

Week 1: 2 half-day intensive training 

Week 2-11: between 1.5 hour and 2 hours per week + optional 30-minute drop-in 

surgery 

Week 12: 1.5 hours 
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What level of Data Science and AI background knowledge 

do I need to have? 

Applicants must be able to demonstrate an active interest in - and awareness of - 

data science and AI. This includes both individuals with formal training in the field 

and those who are self-taught. At a minimum, and, in order for applicants to gain the 

most from the programme, the following examples demonstrate a baseline for 

expected knowledge: 

- Some experience of working with data, using programming or scripting. 

- The ability to identify and justify an appropriate visualisation approach or tool 

to display a given dataset. 

- An interest and awareness of the opportunities for data science in their area 

of expertise. 

 

What support is available to applicants? 

The programme offers support to all applicants through its peer-based mentoring 

and drop-in surgeries. The peer-mentoring calls will be an opportunity for applicants 

to discuss cohort call topics and any assignments in a safe and supportive 

environment. Subject-specific support can be obtained from attending the optional 

drop-in surgeries. 
 

Will I receive a certificate of attendance? 

 

Applicants will have the opportunity to attend a graduation ceremony, which will be 

held in the final week of the programme. They will also receive a certificate of 

attendance. Please note that the certification of attendance confirms only your 

attendance on the programme and cannot be used as evidence of, or replacement 

of, any formal teaching qualification. 

Where applicants miss several sessions or do not have the capacity to catch up on 

missed learning, they will be unable to graduate from the programme and will not be 

eligible to receive a certificate of attendance. 
 

How can I receive expert advice on the programme’s 

course content? 

 

Between weeks 2 to 11, the programme will run drop-in surgeries. This will be an 

opportunity for applicants to meet with the week’s cohort call speaker to ask subject-

specific questions.  

These are optional, and there is no requirement for applicants to attend these. 

However, it is recommended that applicants attend if they have relevant questions. 



 

Once the course is complete, will I be able to access the 

teaching materials and modules to use for delivery in my 

own community? 

All teaching materials, resources and assignments are open-source and have been 

licensed for use under a Creative Commons License. All materials will be available 

on the Turing’s Online Learning Platform for you to download and re-use in your own 

communities. 

Accessibility Support 

 

How can I request reasonable adjustments to the 

application process?  

 

The Alan Turing Institute is committed to creating an environment where diversity is 

valued, and everyone is treated fairly. We encourage applicants to let us know of any 

reasonable adjustments they may require. You may already know what you would 

like to request, or you may like to have a general discussion of your options. 

We will treat any information you disclose to us as sensitive and will handle it in line 

with the Data Protection Act 2018. Information will only be used to arrange 

reasonable adjustments and will not be used to assess your application. 

To discuss an adjustment to the application process, please contact the Skills team 

directly at skills@turing.ac.uk.  

 

Who is eligible for additional financial support and how do 

I apply? 

As part of The Turing’s commitment to inclusion, we recognise that some groups 

face additional barriers to participating in this programme. For this reason, we offer a 

fund to support applicants to participate who otherwise would not be able to due to a 

disability, a caring responsibility, financial hardship, travel expenses and other ad-

hoc reasons, dependent on personal circumstances. Unfortunately, funds cannot be 

used to cover the loss of earnings.  

In cases where funds are oversubscribed, partial funding may be awarded between 

applicants. All additional financial support requests will be reviewed by the Skills 

team. We will treat any information you disclose to us as sensitive and will handle it 

in line with the Data Protection Act 2018. You can find out more information about 

how we handle your personal data in our Transparency notice. Information will only 

be used to grant additional funding and will not be used to assess your application.  
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To obtain funding, applicants must apply using the application form and send this to 

the Skills team, skills@turing.ac.uk. Proof of price must accompany statements 

where necessary. 

 

COVID-19 and the programme  

 

What measures are in place to keep me covid secure? 

 

The Institute will continue to monitor and follow government guidelines and prioritise 

the health of our community. 

As a result, this programme will be held online. 
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